September 11, 2008 
Kick off Event
Dear Members and Friends:
The Greater Washington Women’s Network 2008 - 2009 program year kick off event on September 11 was energetic, resourceful, educational and fun with participation from a diverse group of dynamic professional women in different careers and businesses. 

Dr. Betty Spence, president of the National Association of Female Executives and Entrepreneurs (NAFE), made her first debut as the speaker on the topic: A Timeless Connection.
While we have come a long way “Baby” in companies and on the political scene, we still have a long way to go.  The statistics are shocking. “Although women are 51% of the United States population, their representation is 16% of Congress: 16 out of 50 U.S. Senators, and 71 (16.3%) of 435 members of the House of Representatives, of whom 21 are women of color. Women represent only 13 states in the Senate and 29 in the House. Four states have never sent a woman to Washington.” This is what Dr.  Spence shared with us. 

This must change!  Women currently have little voice in the serious choices that affect their businesses, wages, jobs, families and personal lives. 

What can I do?   She stressed the importance of networking among women, and pointed to the effectiveness of organizations like GWWN and NAFE in harnessing women’s political and economic power.
What else can I do? She challenged the group by emphasizing how women need to raise the level of awareness for greater female representation of political power in our Congress; support each other, and encourage women to seek political office because when a woman is elected she advocates for issues like flexible work schedules and adequate maternity and health care benefits. These are not strictly women’s issues; however, everyone gains from improvements and expansion of these benefits in the workplace!

The group gave instant encouragement and tips where appropriate and everyone was inspired to be “Driven by Purpose.”

We missed those who did not attend, but look forward to seeing you at the next event. 

October 9 Event

GWWN-Impacting a Nation 
Dear Members and Friends:

When we thought we’ve experienced it all, managing difficult situations in our personal life, politically speaking, Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton has handled situations that impacted all of us! 

She is the nine term delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives from the District of Columbia.  She cited her efforts during the controversy ensuing from the United States Supreme Court’s overturning the District of Columbia’s ban on handguns as an example of how she used networking to enable her to respond to this challenge.  She met with legislators in the House and Senate, finding common ground across political parties, building a coalition that resulted in writing and passing legislation which complied with the ruling, but prevented passage of an even more controversial bill which would have allowed citizens to carry loaded weapons in the District of Columbia.

Networking was one of the keys to responding to this difficult situation, delivering legislation that was acceptable to her constituents.

Congresswoman Norton praised GWWN and NAFE for providing a venue for women to learn and practice networking, a skill essential in the political arena that seems to come more easily to men than women in our culture.  She advised us to continue practicing this skill, honing our talent and harnessing women’s power.

Image what DC would be like, without Congresswoman Norton’s contributions to handling difficult situations!

We missed those who did not attend, but look forward to seeing you at the next event. 














December 11 Event

Women-ful Holiday Gala
Dear Members and Friends:

Relaxing, reflecting, sharing, networking, learning and shopping were highlights of GWWN’s Holiday Celebration. Each person shared something significant and unique about their life, while others were able to relate, project and/or store the information for future enhancement.  

While looking at the year 2008, everyone looks forward to an exciting year in 2009. The political arena has increased our faith to believe that dreams can be achieved. It is our hope that everyone will execute their aspirations in the upcoming year.  Face challenges seeking resolutions and enduring growing pains. Keep focus on the goal and not the problem. Use affirmations and visualization to reach your goals.  We look forward to hearing how you handle challenges at the end of 2009.

Please support the vendors represented at the event. You may make purchases throughout the year for various occasions or just for yourself. Please share their businesses with your connections.  It’s all about helping others to achieve your goals.  It does not take much to pass the word.

We wish everyone a healthy, successful and prosperous year in 2009.  We look forward to seeing in February 2009.
We missed those who did not attend, but look forward to seeing you at the next event. 



















February 12 Event

Be Your Own Valentine: The Balance Act to Self-Care
Dear Members and Friends:
We are usually others’ valentine; however, it is equally important to be our own valentine for a healthier and successful life.  Our February 12 event was a great success because of attendance and our three dynamic panel speakers shared their expertise on how to do just that! Our topic “Be Your Own Valentine: The Balancing Act to Self-Care was moving, uplifting and challenging.

Anita Brikman, anchor of 9 News Now, who spearheads the health unit “LivingWell”, spoke on the topic “Living Well.” Anita emphasized the importance of exercise, and shared her personal story of how she is able to fit running into a very busy life, which includes a crazy work schedule, a husband, and small children.  She stressed the importance of exercise, even just walking for 20 minutes a day, in preventing heart disease, the number one killer of women in America. 

 Leslie Johnson, First Lady of Gorgeous Prince George’s County, and Founder of Prince George’s Women United to Help Others, spoke about “Humanity Services -Giving Back to the Community.”  Leslie told us how rewarding it has been to participate in community service in Prince George’s County.

Diane Hoyer, owner of Women Helping Women with Finance spoke about “Managing Your Money” and emphasized how important, and imperative- it is to plan for the future. She also included sharing knowledge of financial matters with your spouse, planning a debt free future for your family, and especially the time honored maxim – “pay yourself first”.  Subtract your savings from your paycheck before you spend the rest. 

Members and guests received 3 complimentary valentine items: 1) a hardback copy of the book Run with the Bulls Without Getting Trampled by Tim Irwin, Ph.D., a marvelous book about how you can grow to your fullest potential for success and significance with these three essential attributes: Thoughtful Commitment, Authentic Character, and Exceptional Competence.  2) A poem GWWN adopted for women called “Be Your Own Valentine in 2009”. 3) Valentine sweet treats.
Thank you for attending this event. We missed those who did not attend, but look forward to seeing you at the next event. 

Please continue to support the vendors represented at our December event. You may make purchases throughout the year for various occasions or just for yourself. 

April 9, 2009

Double Attractions: Exploring Networking Styles and a Time to Celebrate

Dear Members and Friends:
GWWN had two exciting segments wrapped into one package at this networking event.

During the first segment, participants learned valuable tips about networking. The term networking was defined, how to network effectively, and how to develop a networking action plan were discussed. Participants were encouraged to identify a networking style that works for them and to develop an action plan in writing. Attendees also engaged in a “Guess Who?” exercise. The idea was to write your name on an index card and on the opposite side write something interesting about yourself. As each item was read the audience tried to guess the author. One participant said she ran ten marathons, another said she could not swim, and there were many other interesting revelations. This exercise reveals some camaraderie and how we intertwine with each other by demographic locations, fashion, art, education and other interests. Therefore, in our networking practice, we can be assured that it is likely we have something in common with others we meet.  This should help to ease the networking process.  

The second segment by design was a “Time to Celebrate and Appreciate”.  Too often we forget to say “thank you,” publicly acknowledging how much we appreciate others or how we value them. This event was intended for such forum and some participants were excited about the opportunity to celebrate and appreciate others.  Kudos for their hard work, commitment, compassion, and the ability to persevere through challenge, these were just a few of the comments shared. Gifts were also given in appreciation. GWWN always looks forward to thanking participants for attending and taking time to participate.  This event was no exception.  

Everyone was excited about the personal connections they made and expressed interest about attending future events.

Thank you for attending this event. We missed those who did not attend, but look forward to seeing you at the next event.

June 11, 2009


Dear GWWN Members and Friends,

2008-2009 Program Year


This was a phenomenal Program Year 2008-2009 for the Greater Washington Women’s Network, GWWN, an affiliate of the National Association for Female Executives x.  Our theme, “Driven by Purpose” guided us through the program year.  As Mary Greene, executive director stated in the Leadership and Award Program Booklet, “We were amazed how each person’s talents, and gifts unfolded into the circle to fulfill the organization’s goals as well as the purpose in their lives.  We saw how purpose empowers you to believe, generate creativity, expand your imagination, release positive energy, and resolve problems. Our focus was achieving goals without wavering and hesitation, with the passion to charge forward.  The “drive” was our pathway. “ 

With the increase in volunteer participation and commitment, our community service project involvement, and the acceleration level of our membership professional and personal achievements, we were destined for success. We thank all volunteers and everyone who contributed to GWWN this program year. GWWN is a powerful volunteer organization and once again you have proved it. 

GWWN Annual Leadership and Awards Program

Our 6th Annual Leadership and Awards Program honored an impressive group of people and their outstanding achievements. Mistress of Ceremonies Kathy Park, reporter WJLA/NewsChannel 8 set the tone for the evening event and kept the audience engaged in the program.

Our keynote speaker, Nicole E. Cozier, Philanthropic Education Officer at Washington Area Women’s Foundation x  spoke on the topic “Transforming Knowledge into Leadership”. She shared in order to do that, one has to have the right knowledge to begin with: 1) awareness and knowledge about our environment, and 2) awareness and knowledge of ourselves.  She used three significant elements to expound on the topic: 1. Opportunities for women’s leadership in a down economy; 2. The impact of gender on leadership; and 3. Investment in your leadership.

Thanks to The Adams National Bank x and many other sponsors and donations, we awarded five $1,000.00 academic scholarships to Jacqueline V. Brown,  Khalifah Muhammad,  Alexis Williams, Ebony Williams, and Damian Legend Worthy.




Women of Achievement Awards
Woman of Distinction

Pat Henry

Manager of Nonprofit and Faith Based Relations in the DC Mayor’s Office of Partnerships and Grant Services

Entrepreneurship (nonprofit)
Lauren Lawson

President of Washington Women in Public Relations (WWPR)

Media Relations Manager for Goodwill Industries International

Entrepreneurship (for Profit)
Ginny Robertson

President of Live Your Life On Purpose

Teacher Achievement

Claudia Berry

Teacher

More than thirty-three years of successful teaching experience
Booster Award
“Queen Bee”

Volunteer of the Years

Frances Simpson

GWWN, Community Service Chair

Thank you for attending this event. We missed those who did not attend, but look forward to seeing you at the next event.

